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Thank you for your letter of April 3, 1996. on behalf of your constituent,
Raymond C. Trott, regarding the Commission's decision to freeze acceptance of paging
applications. Mr. Trott expresses concern that the suspension of processing of paging
applications will adversely affect small businesses that provide paging services.

The Commission is currently conducting a rulemaking proceeding that proposes to
transition from licensing paging frequencies on a transmitter-by-transmitter basis to a
geographi.c licensing approach, using auctions to award licenses where there are mutually
exclusive applications. In conjunction with that proceeding, the Commission initially froze
processing of applications for paging frequencies. On April 23, 1996, the Co~sion .
released a First Report and Order in WT Docket 96-18' ad PP Dock~t 93-25ywhich adopted
interim measures governing the licensing of paging systems and partially lifted the mterim
freeze for incumbent paging licensees. For your convenience and information, enclosed is a
copy of the Press Release concerning the First Report and Order, which includes a summary
of the principal decisions made. Specifically, small and medium sized incumbent paging
companies will be permitted to expand their service areas if the proposed new site is within
65 kilometers (40 miles) of an authorized and operating site. These interim rules will remain
in effect until the Commission adopts final rules in the paging proceeding.

Thank you for your inquiry.

Sincerely,

d
/

~;f~
David L Furth
Chief, Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
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Ms. Lauren J. Belzin
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 808
Washington, D. C. 20554

RE: Trott Communications Group
Raymond C. Trott, P. E.
1425 Greenway Drive, Suite 350
Irving, TX 75038

Dear Ms. Belzin,

WASHINGTON OHICE:

301 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BU"-DfNG
WASHINGTON. DC 20515-4326

12021 225--7772

IllSTRICT OFFICE:

9901 VI4JJ..EY RAHcHPKwv. EAsT
Sum; 3050

IRVING. TX 75063

(2141556-2500

1/

The enclosed communication is submitted for your consideration. I would appreciate
your careful review of this constituent's concerns, as highlighted for your convenience.

If it is not possible to lift this "freeze," please be specific in the reasons it is not
possible to do so. If you have any questions, or if I may provide any additional
information to you, please contact Martin Fox, in the district office. In addition, your
response should be directed to the district office.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

B~i
DICKARMEY ~
Member of Congress

DA/sjh
Enclosure
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Cgngreuman Joe Barton Fax: 2021226-3052
RIymond C. Trott, P. E.
Febnay 17. 19&e
FCC Freeze on Pflllng Fl'IIqUInCiea

•
To:
From:
Date:
IUItItot!

./

Dtar congreaman Barton:

I am wt1tIng to ycu asking for Y04S help. The FCC on February 8. 1998, imposed 8 -treeze­
on ttMr paging industry.

The paging industry has witnessed the previoua apedrUm auctions authorized by
Cor9"I8 in 1994. The intent fA Congress WM to provide a vehicle for helping reduce the
dtftCIt tM1idll think all responsibIt citizens l'MIize is a must. The intent wu al80 to auction
t:rlY vfrgln spectrum, i.e., nat being Ub11zed by the Telecommunications IndUstry. This also

make·"""·
NOW comes the FCC treezJng aU paging frequency applications with the intent of
auctfon~ng thMe predous frequencies. They now have reached dOwn into spectrum
amntfY being utiliad by paging companies, Jqe and Imall. The Impact of imposing thfs
freeze 8nd subsequent auctions win be devastating to the small carriers nt:1W providing
paging MtVIce&. These small eatTiers typically operate on shared frequencies or the lower
exclu.ive UHF or VHF frequencies. TheM email bu$inessee are victima gf a ·drlve-by
,hOOting" by the FCC in their efforts to implement market ..... licensing needs of large
regional and natlonwfde carriers in the upper frequency band,.

In tnII proceeding, the FCC stated ita commitment to not inhibit paging carriers' abUity to
compete or me« cu.t~ needs. The text of the Of'der, unfortunately. falls short of their
atIttd Intent. Thi' action IS not only unprecedented and DnMCe8Ary. it appears to be in
conflict with the common c:arrier's obligation to provide aervice on demand.

I and my amajl canier clients ask·that you and your COIIeIQUeS demand that the FCC 11ft
thi. lIfree,Z.- immediately on the shared channels and the lowerVHF and UHF channel,.

Thank you for your consfderation on this extremely important issue.

'Nt .,.lftI-.,-u~ llltIfdL pega~1hII~memo. If you do rwt recetft 14 PI8tS legibly, p.se phoM (2'14) 580011'1.

1425 Greenway Drive, Suite 350, IMng, Texl$ 75038,2141$80-1911, Fax: 2141580-a&41
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cc: Commercial Wireless Division
File Copy
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